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appointment, it must be only because they are the best
among the candidates, and their market value is always
greater than what they get under the Government. The
ministers and the legislators of the Congress ticket have
to be fearless in the performance of their duty. They
must always be ready to risk the loss of their seats or
offices. Offices and seats in the legislatures have no
merit outside their ability to raise the prestige and power
of the Congress. And since both depend wholly upon
the possession of morals, both public and private, any
moral lapse means a blow to the Congress.
Harijan, 23-4-'38

Taxes

A popular ministry is responsible to the legislatures
and cannot do anything without their consent. Every
elected member in a popular legislature is responsible
to his voters. Therefore, the voter who represents the
public should ponder well before embarking on any
criticism of the government of his creation. Moreover,
one bad habit of the people should be borne in mind.
They do not like any tax whatsoever. Where there is
good government, the tax-payer gets full return for his
money as, for example, the water tax in cities. No tax-
payer could get water on his own for the same payment.
But even so, and in spite of the fact that the tax is levied
by the popular will, tax-payers always resent even
paying such taxes. It is, of course, true that one cannot
prove the benefit of all taxes as easily as the one I have
cited as an example. But as society grows in size and
complexity and the field of service also grows, it is diffi-
cult to explain to the individual tax-payer, how he gets
his return for any particular tax. This much, however,
is clear that taxes as a whole should stand for the general